
Cristopher M. Niell 
 
University of Oregon      phone: 541-346-8598 
222 Huestis Hall      email: cniell@uoregon.edu 
Eugene OR 97403-1254      website : nielllab.uoregon.edu  
 

Academic positions            

2023 –  Full Professor      University of Oregon 
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2020 -  Affiliate Faculty     University of Oregon 
 Department of Physics 
 
2017 – 2023 Associate Professor     University of Oregon 
 Department of Biology and Institute of Neuroscience 

2011 – 2017 Assistant Professor     University of Oregon 
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Education            

2005 – 2011 Post-doctoral Fellow      UC San Francisco  
 Mentor : Dr. Michael Stryker 
 Project : “Visual processing and perception in mouse cortex”  

1998 –2004 Ph.D., Neuroscience      Stanford University   
 Advisor : Dr. Stephen Smith 
 Thesis : “Function and development of  the zebrafish visual system” 

1991 – 1995 Bachelor of Science in Physics, with honors  Stanford University  
 Advisor : Dr. Steven Chu 
 Thesis : “High-speed confocal measurement of DNA polymer dynamics”  

 

Fellowships and Honors            

2021 University of Oregon Faculty Excellence Award 
2017 Oregon Medical Research Foundation New Investigator Award 
2016 Office of Naval Research Young Investigator Award 
2013  University of Oregon RIGE Early Career Award 
2012 NIH New Innovator Award recipient  
2012 Searle Scholar recipient  
2012 Sloan Foundation Research Fellowship 
2006 Helen Hay Whitney Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship 
2005 National Research Service Award (NRSA) Postdoctoral Fellowship 
1998 Howard Hughes Predoctoral Fellowship 
1997 Stanford Graduate Fellowship 
1995 Firestone Medal for undergraduate research 
1989 Member of US Physics Olympiad team  
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